Dear Gris 



7/21/70 



Your letter of 7/10 gives me pleasure, a little lift on. s dey taat; is 
;one -.of .more th-n ..the now-custoraery weariness (not attributable to the. liters l 
stubbing of . s now-swollen toe’.}.- :?ou approve tech of wast is not at .all commercial 
.in -COtP, which I welcome, and we. have rapport on other srees. -We s Is q hove disagree- 
ments that, for the meet part, are probably attributable to. a .combination of ay 
■"lac’s of initial lucidity and ay. not taking time to reread, tost, time being -used 
for other tuinga for. whicn, -otherwise, .tnere’d be no .time, 

« > i r There is no. doubt -tais, .as . all the works,, .should .-hove editing. Aside from 
'-toe.: fact that !■ am too. c. lose ;to them, to-.ds it, in 'the time required 1 could write 
■.another book.- »>ith the oppressiveness, r-tne ..uapublisnabili ty-- of tue. subject, I've 
hs-d to rethink and recast my role, and function. I now regard my primary responsibility 
' ’»3 the making of -i record,. -without either the coanarcieliy^desiresble value. :of 
.editing or t he. ;c oml'ort. i t can bring to tcs.ego. 



-g ^ken I nake personal comment.,. I .assume it is }tp you lions and - will go no 
further. long ago I had o long talk about tais with e grist guy, -Matt Herron, .-who is 
also a friend of Vince's, He knows Vince sad Vince’s circumstances very well, having 
lived -in la (now 21. C.) end been very close. Matt ns 4 /the notnion tuat with toe 
slight financing required, Vine&.eoull provide. tne means for s young, unattached 
person to .do-, tnis ■ e Iting, living vita me and- .'going over - toe .stuff as -I reamed it 
out. Vince never responded. There ..are o.ther areas in which he could , die Ip and once 
would have, but refuses to. 1 suspect it is a deep, subconscious trauma, for he 
abdicated lon^. long a< 



him do 
MOPTS 



Toe stunner .1 completed tne first part of CODS I invited 

■ a reed this end POST 
: had to be published. 



sn, with Gary Seaoene r) wonderful young men) . Vince 
, s-Id, excitedly end enthusiastically, toe t both jus 



really raved about COOP, end then forgot all about both. He could, without financial 
hurt, nave financed both, end I feel as’ d have gotten his money beck. However, had 
he not, ala circumstances s re such he would not ueve been hurt, really. Soj the 
works remain -unknown and* -in order to protect syself sr.-l the possibilities of gat- 
ting some future attention to teem, must keep t-sn virtually unknown. 



my ling r-rk ho 3 fore much further, but I can't go into that non. 

I -re-. not more explicit rn tne r--;dio bit b-ceusc ^ feared it waulc turn off tuose 
who live by m3 w'tn on unwillingness to believe sni because I think the parallel 
is so strong the digestion toot 1 believe is ir ■ludod should bo enough for most. 



On V-vr-on, I ‘novo often said he had to hoy? known better, was tae can 
in charge (very first thing in very first bock), has his own responsibilities that 
nei t ..ex he nor others can unload on anyone else, but should net son must not be 
forced to bear toe responsibilities of a to era, Viuen tne last- of ray work is -one, 
you’ll better understand how he was, really, boxed in, ev-n tuose fc-ings as ordered 
dons not being don®. I think it also a mistake to regard aim as a great investigator 
simpky because of uic extensive political experience and his uoving been ^hief Justice. 
As a California- prosecutor ne was unable to solve tne murder of hi a own father. 



On tee blocks, I'vs just had another disappointing experience. I g - vs 
■'onyers e copy of COUP in Isbrhary, after s year of inactivity by one of ais staff. 
They all rood it ml went nerd for the 'ling stuff. Remember, us i?- also r< member of 
the finking Goldberg--' CL” committee. They did absolutely nothing but sat on tne copy 
for two months after I asked for its return. I do see copies, infrequently, for f.45, 
whica cays the cost of xeroxing and much of the cost of a second xerox copy. % cost 
me that sola. f ml he did ■absolutely nothing but agonize, and test in silence. I fihd 
no easy asarar explanation for taeir unmanly abdication urc. none that satisfied. It is 
totcsl. 1 must -eve approached more than 100 blacks, e.f ell political orientations. 







S5 




Thakka for tea offer of emergency ^elp. ?,a are always in f an emergency 
situation, lacking siiat is for otuers Tj.ni.ma essentials. Like ordinary paper 
IwUi'ca: 1 nave bud budget-)', decant carbon (wniaft we'- have and use men required, 
but otherwise 'I use wLi'f is used' up, o-ften "given me),' a workable typewriter (but 

• ray wife ass o' good one for suat must’ look good --and the mesne o f meeting- the u 
basic requirements of ordinary lifo, as’ weo con' without income,- and the pressing 
'eta er expenses, like 'interest on indebtedness (I .Led to borrow two weeks ago from 
s friend wao could spare it for but e week bad then risks .a costly trip to SI to 
borrow from another who needs -prompt return to return to- the first friend he could 
a et his own obligation, due this rest Friday* That I usually do tills is one thing, 

■ -unpleasant? snd ; painful', really* but that it tyke's time frora. work- is even worse . We 

• now have two tax' :bi 1.1s, t nu ‘I -il fee' bowdouing 'again to meet them. Tilers' is jsxxMkx r 
-'neither begirib-i'n.L -'nor end. -While- I: ask nothing ';bf sttesse- who' Leve themselves cult, 

thara-.ero- those who- . know and could help* There are also more than a couple who have 
- the -funds and s triply refuse to ropey what they 'owe,., of whom that noble Penn- is one. 
This kind of think is particularly disagreeable,' as is the- occasional letters »I 
ometaimes write them, in extremis, with never a response save an occasional 
insanity or -stupi'di fcy, -lik^ Penn eccuaihg' me of being some kind of agent. La has 
to b'e a- very aiOk'maii. ' ; -■ o: - 1 : -. .r-ir: 

There is the present -likelihood tnat the Ungjfeay part of- COTP vwill be 
^edited but bad made' into a s e arete book -by tae publisher who, next' to me, 'is the 
country’s sibllest, I’m now' awaiting word, he raagrds .the work as an .important; 
documents- arid is seeing w^a* he thinks he “Can do. - • 

. ’ - ■■.'■' . f . - 

-*■ ' ^y thanks and beat to you -'all. 

-■-'•■ - • . - i' •-■■■' Sincerely, . 



V&S - f , - . ' " ^ ; i • - p 

■ • ' ' ; - J " Harold Weis berg 




